330. A TRIVIAL QUERT

The organ of the Potchefstroom Vigilance Association, in doing us
the honour of referring to a recent article that appeared in these columns
with reference to the alleged insanitary conditions in which Indians are
said to live in the Market Square area,1 has, at the same time, queried
the validity of Dr. Dixon's report which we published, showing that no
such charge of insanitation could justly be brought against the Indian
community in Potchefstroom. We do not quite know why facts are jeered
at so frequently by our contemporary, or why reputable statements are
often misinterpreted or ignored. It would appear that, if the King can
do no wrong, the Indian can do no right. No amount of proof that one
can bring will convince those who are obsessed by a contrary opinion,
and, to us, it almost seems to be flogging a dead horse to reply to such
querulous comments as those to which we draw attention. Our only reason
for so doing is that unprejudiced readers may have food for reflection, and
that they may the more fairly judge of the rights and wrongs of the cause
we advocate. Dr. Dixon, at the beginning of October last, when the
anti-Indian feeling began to break its legitimate bounds, made his examina-
tion at the request of the Indian community, he being authorised to do
so in his own time, at his own convenience, and in any way that he thought
fit. Therefore, there could be no possible control over his actions on the
part of the Indians concerned, nor did the latter receive any warning as
to his visits. Moreover, the District Surgeon made such enquiries, as is
evidenced by the report under review, as to disprove the allegation of
overcrowding at night. But the whole point of our argument seems to
have been missed by the Budget. We asserted that, notwithstanding the
obvious political animus underlying Dr. Friers report, even he was unable
to prove that the Indians had contravened the municipal,regulations.
He said they were living in a manner which did not satisfy his own standard.
What that standard is no one knows but the Doctor himself. And so far, the
Budget has not replied to us. Meanwhile, we understand that the Govern-
ment has hinted pretty plainly that what the Municipality would like
to do is ultra vires.
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